If you are interested in getting fully legally married where you want, when
you want, and how you want, then Orkney Pagan Weddings can help!

We provide fully legal Pagan handfastings and wedding ceremonies that are spiritual, unigt
0SFdziATdzZ | yR YSY2NIoftSd _ 2dz R2y Qi KI @S |
we define a "Pagan" as someone who finds "deity" / "spirit" / "energy" expressed througt
nature. However, we are aware that different definitions exist and we honour all paths. Wi
are able to provide you with the perfect ritual whether you want a simple but genuine ritual,
or something more formal which honours a traditional path. We specialise in catering fo
couples who each follow different spiritual paths and in creating rituals which are fully
inclusive (for when guests or family have beliefs that differ to those of the couple).

We also provide notegal Blessing rituals, engagement and betrothal rituals, renewals of
vows, childnamings, hangpartings, cronings, and funerals on request.
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WHERE YOU WANT

Scottish marriage law permits marriage rituals performed by an approved Scottish Pagan Feder:
Celebrant to be treated as fully legal Pagan marriages under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977
to be recognised as fully legal throughout Britain and the rest of the world. The Marriage (Scotla
Act 1977 also permits couples to get married ANYWHERE in Scotland as long as they hav
landowner's permission and provided a religious Celebrant (such as a Scottish Pagan Feder
approved Celebrant, like us) performs the ritual. This means that couples can, in effect, get mar
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HOW YOU WANT
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restrictions will be placed on the manner of ceremony which may be used by Celebrants for le
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rituals do not have to have any set format), however couples do still have to go through some le
formalities. For a marriage to be legal, the ceremony must include the following declarations
some point:

1) A separate declaration by each person being married, in the presence of the person they ar
marrying, and in the presence of two witnesses and a Celebrant, that they take the other as
husband / wife OR that they take each other in marriage

2) After these declarations, a declaration by the Celebrant (who must be registered with the
National Records of Scotland ) that both parties to the marriage are now husband and wife !
that they are married

Apart from these formalities, the ritual really can take any form: from the very simple, to the higt
ceremonialt this means that couples can also get married HOW they want to.

WHEN YOU WANT

And because of our flexibility, couples can also get married WHEN they Wwant before dawn to
after sunset, any day of the week.



U ¥ What to do next ...

In order to get married with Orkney Pagan Weddings, you ha
communicate with three parties:
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Interested?

The Celebrant
The Registrar in the district which you want to get marrieds
The landowner

Contact usand discuss your requirements with us. We S

tell you if we are available on your proposed date and you

can decide with us if we are appropriate to perform your ceremony. Please provide us with a
much notice as possible because we get booked up quickly and hate to disappoint (we on
perform a maximum of one ritual a day). We will also advise you of the likely costs of ou
services and our terms. We prefer initial communication by email please:
info@orkneypaganweddings.co.uk Also 01856 761133 or Craigielea, Harray, Orkney, KW
2JU, UK.

Contact the Registrar in the district which you want to get married in. For Orkney this is
Patricia Breck in Kirkwall, 01856 87353Fach persometting married should complete a form
M10 and submit it to the Registrar at least 4 weeks before the proposed date of marriage. Th
M10 can be downloaded from:
www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/registration/marriageotice-form-and-guidanceform-m10a.pdf
These forms can be submitted up to three months before the proposed date and it is best i
this is done with as much notice as possible, especially if either party has been marrie
before. If you cannot give the minimum notice of 4 weeks, there are some specia
circumstances in which Marriage Schedules can be issued qujdesk advice on this from

the Registrar. The Registrar will carry out checks to confirm there are no legal impediments t
your marriage. This stage can all be done by telephone and post; you do not need to visit the
Registrar in person, nor be resident in Orkney. There is a fee at this stage, payable to tt
Registrar. The Registrar does NOT attend the wedding and does NOT communicate with t
Celebrant(unless there is a problem or query).

You will need to show ORIGINALS of birth certificates or passports.

Contact the landowner to ensure that the venue you want is available on the date you require
and that you are allowed to get married there. We have the local contacts to facilitate this in
Orkney. If youwant to get married at a Historic Scotland site, such as the Ring of Brodgar o
the Standing Stones of Stenness, contact hs.weddings@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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» &  what happens?
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&Ve \ﬂen work with you to prepare a unique ritual that is

perfect TOr you. If requested we can advise on facilities on
Orkney, where to stay and how to get here. We can also
advise on suitable places to get married and the sort of
ceremonies that work based on our experience. All you have
to do is ask!

We like to meet couples the day before the wedding at the
place of the ritual to go over the detail and put to rest any
nerves. We check the Marriage Schedule at this stage and
perhaps have an informal rehearsal too.

The Registrar will prepare a Marriage Schedule no earlier than

7 days before the marriage. This provides you with permission

to get married on a specific date, at a specific place, with a
named Celebrant. One of the couple getting married
preferably both¢ should collect the Marriage Schedule IN
PERSON from the Registrar. This should be at least the day
before the wedding. You must check with the Registrar and

the Celebrant that the details on the Marriage Schedule are correct.

For a marriage to be legal, both parties to the marriage (the couple) must be present during th
marriage ceremony. The Celebrant must be present, and there must be two other witnesses to th
marriage who must be over 16 years of age. An interpreter may be present (seek permission at
advice from the Registrar) but the couple, the witnesses, and the Celebrant must all be able f
understand the wording of the legal parts of the ceremony.

On the day of the wedding, the Celebrant must be confident that both parties to the marriage
understand that they are entering into a legal marriage and are fully capable of understanding this.

Immediately after the solemnisation of the marriage, the Marriage Schedule must be signed by th
couple, by both witnesses, and by the Celebrant. The Marriage Schedule must be returned within
days to the issuing Registrar to enable the marriage to be registered. At this stage a marriag
certificate is issued by the Registrar. This does not have to be done by the couple but it is the
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marriage schedule, we recommend that couples plan to stay at least three days in Qikeaity
combine your wedding stay with a honeymoon?!



